MERCY ARRIVES IN MIDDLE EAST 



ABOARD USNS MERCY — After a month- long transit 
of nearly 12,000 miles the USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) arrived in 
the Arabian Gulf on September 15 in support of Operation 
Desert Shield. At that she became Charlie Gulf One — "Standing 
By, Ready To Assist." 

Mercy is operated and maintained by a 70-member 
civilian Military Sealift Command (MSC) crew led by the Capt. Dan 
O'Brien, the ship's master. Capt. Paul Barry, Medical Corps, 
USN, is the commanding officer of the Medical Treatment Facility 
(MTF) onboard. The MTF crew of over 900 people staff one of the 
largest trauma facilities in the world, afloat or ashore. The ship 
is 894 feet long and offers a spectrum of medical services to 
meet acute medical and surgical requirements. 

Mercy's primary mission is to rehabilitate patients 
with lesser injuries so that they may return to their units. The 
secondary mission is to stabilize more seriously ill or injured 
patients so that they can be transported back to the states for 
further rehabilitative care. Patients arrive by helicopter or by 
small boat and are taken to a casualty reception area for an 
assessment of the medical treatment needed. From there, they 
proceed to surgery or to other treatment areas, and eventually to 
one to one of 15 wards. 
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There are 500 physicians, dentists, nurses, health care 
administrators, allied health scientists and medical and dental 
technicians aboard Mercy's MTF. In addition, 400 non-medical 
support personnel ensure that all administrative, supply, 
personnel and other critical areas function smoothly. 

A nine-member surgical team from the Canadian Forces 
joined Mercy in early September to work alongside their U.S. 
counterparts in support of the gulf crisis. The team is led by 
Lt. Col. Thompson V. Smallman, Royal Canadian Army, head of 
orthopedic surgery for the National Defense Medical Center in 
Ottawa, Canada. 

Normal operations for the crew involve training, drills and 
seeing patients. The training department's theme has been to train 
for the worst and hope for the best. Classes have centered around 
safety requirements for life at sea, special requirements for a 
possible combat scenario such as gas mask f eoniliarization, and 
specific medical training for combat casualties. Drills have 
exercised what has been taught in the classroom as well as the 
flow of the hospital. Casualty drills have been run with up to 80 
simulated patients being processed in less than four hours. Each 
casualty drill has exercised the staff in a different direction 
while giving each team (e.g casualty receiving, radiology, PACU, 
ICU, physical therapy/burn treatment, the lab, pharmacy and the 
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wards) more and more chances to test its own internal systems for 
patient care. 

As a working hospital, Mercy has admitted about 200 patients, 
as of Oct. 26, from both sea and land-based units in the area. 
One hundred and two cases have been treated in the operating rooms 
and have ranged from orthopedic cases, such as arthroscopies, to 
appendectomies. In addition, Mercy's optical lab was in operation 
just five days out of port and has created 277 pairs of glasses 
since then. The dental staff has seen 485 patients and sick call 
has seen more than 2,000 outpatients. The CT Scan was used during 
the Mercy's first day out of the San Francisco Bay and has been 
averaging 15-20 patient visits a day for a total of over 450 to 
date. 

The highlight of Mercy's time in the Gulf so far was a visit 
to the port of Ad Dammam in Saudia Arabia. Originally planned as 
a protocol visit, the ship was toured by 300 Saudi medical staff 
members including the Minister of Health for Eastern Province of 
Saudi Arabia. He stated the next day during a reciprocal tour of 
one of his teaching hospitals that he was very impressed by the 
hospital's facilities and equipment but, he was even more 
impressed by the personnel. He noted their obvious knowledge, 
their high morale and the pride they displayed for their ship. He 
also told the representatives from Mercy's crew that were in 

-more- 



THIRD ADD MERCY XXX were in 



attendance that he passed his impressions on to Saudi Arabia's 
King. 

The visit to Ad Dammam also gave the ambassadors from the 
Mercy's crew a chance to meet with representatives from Fleet 
Hospital Five, an Air Force Air Transportable Hospital (ATH) and 
the nearest Army H.A.S.H. unit. Tours were conducted, and working 
relationships as well as friendships were started. The surprise 
of the visit was that Mercy's presence in port also gave American 
service members from the Army, Marine Corps and Coast Guard a 
chance to visit the ship for either medical reasons or social 
reasons. In two days, the Mercy hosted 1,500 American visitors 
for tours and for many a meal. The ship's galley fed an extra 900 
personnel during the two-day visit. Many of those visitors came 
for medical reasons, but most ceune for a chance to tour the big 
white ship and to meet the crew. Aside from the medical 
facilities, highlights for them were the ice machines, the ice 
cream and the chance to visit with other Americans. For the Mercy 
crew it was a chance to talk to personnel from the field and to 
show off their ship. It would be hard to say whose morale was 
boosted more by the encounters. 

Another highlight for the Mercy's crew has been the chance to 
explore the country of Bahrain while on liberty. The people of 

Bahrain have been wonderful hosts. With many fine restaurants of 
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different cuisines, there are plenty of new foods for everyone to 
try. Many have explored the Souq (shopping district) which 
features shops specializing in almost everything and a three story 
mall of nothing but gold merchants. In addition, many of the crew 
participated in tours of the countryside which included stops at 
the first oil well, the Tree of Life and Bahrain's pride and joy, 
the new National Museum. It has been quite an education for the 
crew to visit a nation where our two hundred years of history is 
but a few grains of sand in time. 

Overall, the morale of the crew is equalled only by the ship's 
mission readiness. Through no one on the Mercy hopes that she 
will be put to use in her designated mission of combat support, 
everyone is standing by ready to perform if called upon. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL: 

Paul Savercool, Public Affairs Officer 
Naval Hospital Oakland 
Oakland, CA 94627 

(415) 633-6146 



